120      WHAT BECOMES OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH
variety in the nature of worlds should be real    We
have tazenaember that-the real is-us&een
Hells, therefore, are as much real worlds as the
regions of Indra or this mortal eaith of ours They
are regions with difference only in the subtlety ot
the plane of their manifestation They differ in the
degree of the state of Consciousness revealed through
them The sufferings inflicted on tne sinners may be
taken to mean either an actual birth in sach regions
or a life on earth with such entanglements, wnere
one will undergo such pains either directly or through
the agency of others
In the Vedas and Vedanta th^re is no mention of
hell The Puranas only speak of hell or place of tor-
ture From the absolute viewpoint, there is neither
heaven nci hell It is all mental creation From the
relative viewpoint, hell is as much real as this world
For a man of discrimination, this world also is a hell.
Hell and heaven, though not absolutely real are not
unreal as long as individuality persists, and are as
much as any plane of existence
Christians and Mohammedans speak of eternal
hell. There cannot be eternal damnation or eternal
punishment The life of a wicked man here is no-
thing when compared with eternal life If there be
an eternal damnation into the fire, it means that
there is an infinite effect produced by a finite cause.
This cannot be
The different torments of hell, the seven com-
partments into which it is said to be divided, and
the partition called Al Airat separating heaven from